
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017

Gaston County Schools

Katy Bradley
Star Teacher

A commonly held idea in education is that great teachers go above and beyond  
simply teaching curriculum. In spite of  that, I did not fully comprehend, until sitting in  
Mrs. Bradley’s classroom, the single element which best characterizes an outstanding  
teacher: passion. From walking across the tables to captivate her students to creating  
interactive learning environments both inside and outside of  her classroom, Mrs. Bradley 
exudes passion in every facet of  her job as a teacher. 

Mrs. Bradley is extremely supportive of  her students both inside and outside of  the  
classroom. On any given day, she remains at school long after the bell rings at 3:00 with  
students who come to relearn material or to work on lab experiments. Her innovative  
teaching style is incredibly effective and adaptive to ensure that she adequately teaches  
every student. Although it is inconvenient, Mrs. Bradley is at virtually every basketball  
game and other sporting events to support her students and fellow teachers. 

Mrs. Bradley is not only passionate about teaching, she is dedicated to improving the  
community as well. She takes time outside of  school to test water samples for the 
Catawba Riverkeeper, which gives her current and former students an application for  
the information she teaches about water quality in her AP Environmental Science class.  
She has also created a movement to revitalize the garden areas around the South Point  
campus with her own time and resources. 

Mrs. Bradley, thank you so much for being the first teacher to make me want to incessantly 
spew facts I learned in class that day. Thank you for making me feel guilty any time I  
accidentally have a plastic water bottle. Thank you for allowing me to explore science  
more in depth, for checking on me when I do not seem like myself, for the ridiculous 
amount of  Bozeman videos and podcasts, and for the fact that I have an entire sheet of   
paper memorized. Most of  all, thank you for encapsulating the qualities of  a true Star  
Teacher. 

Jessica Helton
South Point High School
Star Student 2018


